Social Science Research Council
China Environment and Health Initiative
Small Grants for Collaboration

As in many other countries, environmental chaimg€hinapresents a mounting
threat to public healthThere is an urgent need to developknowledgebase on which
to formulateresponse$o environmentelated health risksand to forge stronger links
between research and policy and practice. Although greater resources are now being
committed to natural science research orréfhegionshipbetween envonmentalchange
and healthinformed decisiomrmaking also requires an understanding of the economic,
political and social contexts in which environmeelated health problems are embedded
and of the constraints and opportunities they present. Thesfoaljreater engagement
by social scientists and for bridging existing disciplinary and professional boundaries.

The China Environment and Health Initiative (CEHI) of the Social Science
Research Council (SSR@®pleased to announce a small grants @ogto stimulatéhe
generation and dissemination of policy and praaticented sociascienceresearch on
environment and health in Chin@he focus of the first round of grants will be on rural
issues.

Seven to tegrants will bemadeto applicantdocated at Chinese institutions.
Grants willprovide supplementary fundseaablecollaboration across disciplines and
between research institutions and government or civil sociggnizations

The maximum grant amount will be $15,000.
Grants may besed to:

1) integrate environment or health perspectives into research currently focused on a
single domain bgharing existing data or conductingited additional data
collection;

2) develop a new focus on environment and health within the context of ongoing
research on rural development;

3) broaden the scope ahalysis through collaboration with partners who bring
additional disciplinary perspectives or international experience; or

4) work with NGO or government partners to make existing research more
accessiblend useful.

For more information about the China Environment and health Initiative, click here
http://programs.ssrc.org/eastasia/china/

This program is supported by the Rockefeller BrothersdFu



Funding Criteria

Please review the list of criteria carefully BEFORE preparing your proposal

Projects mustddress an environmental health problem that afestsbstantial
number of people.

Projects mustlearly useful in generating or disseminatkmpwledge that will
inform policy or the work of government or civil society actors.

Applicantsmusthave the necessary access to data, or relationships with local
communities or government agencies, to conduct the psajecessfully

If the project isbeing carried out at the local levetdsearchers musttherlive
and work in the same provinaar otherwise demonstrate how the project will
build local capacity to work on environment and health issues

Grants will be awarded for work in the 9 provie@®vered by the étkefeller

Brothers Funds8outh China Program (Guangdong, Guangxi, Guizhou, Yunnan,
Sichuan, Hunan, Jiangxi, Fujian, and Hainan). Proposals for work in other parts of
China and in Hong Kong and Macau will be considered only if they tlaae
relevance for national level policy.

Applicants must demonstrate the potential to produce research or materials for
dissemination that meet professional standards.

Projects shoulddwve a realistic budget and timeframe.

The selection committee will favor proposals that:

Address issues of disparate impact on communities that are vulnerable to
environmentrelated health risks as the result of their ethnicity, gender, age,
geographical location arccupation

Develop methods or models of research lizate the potential for application
beyond the current project.

Provide opportunities for therofessional developmenft young researchers or
staff.

Additional Criteria for Year 1

The focus of the first round of grants will be on environmental heatthiems

affecting rural populations, including but not limited to rural industrial pollution,
chemicalpesticides anéertilizers, intensive livestock farming and acquaculture; and
food safety.



Applicant Criteria
Proposalsnustbe:

« Submitted by &hineseacademic institutiouniversity, college or other research
organization)or civil society organization with a demonstrated commitment to
working on environment and/or health issues.

« Structured as a collaboration that involves researchers with diff@iseiplinary
expertise, including at least one social science discipline (Anthropology,
Economics, Geography, Law/Legal Studies, Political Science/Government,
Sociology,OR as a collaboration between a research institution and an NGO.

« Projects may buio not have to involve collaboration with an international
partner with relevant expertise.

Terms of the Grant

Grantee workshopGrantees will attend a workshop from Januani752009 at
which they will meet with their collaborative partners, dischsg proposals with
selected resource people and other granteesgénd their research designs

Reporting At the end of the grant period (August 30, 2009), grantees will be
required to provide 1) a report on the findings of their project for puiadican CEHI
web-based platforms, and 2) a short account of the challenges they faced in the process of
collaboration and what they have learned. Insights from these narratives will be published
on the project website as a resource for others enteririglithe

Resource mappingGrantees wilimap the people, institutions, and
writings associated with the project topic into the onlResource Hub
(ceh.resourcehub.ssrc.d@f the China Environment and Health Initiatit@enable
others to gaira clear uderstanding of relevant existing research on the topic



Application Process

Prospective applicantgeencouraged to communicate with the CEHI staff and
raise any questions they may hav@mmunications and proposals can be in Chinese or
English.

Proposaldor thefirst round of small grantare due on November
14", Applications that arrive after that date will not be considetatbrmation about
the submission procedure will be available on the CEHI website on November 1.

Applicantsshould be aailable to answequestionsabout their ppposals the week
of November 5™ Small Grants winners will be announced@ecembesth.

Questionshould be sent toehi@ssrc.orgPlease read the funding criteria and
proposal structure carefully first.

Proposal Structure
Theproposal should include:
A. PROJECT OUTLINE (250 words)

A short description of how thgroject will generate or disseminate research that
can inform government or civil society responses to envirotnedated health
risks.Indicate theboudget amount requested.

B.  PROJECT DESCRIPTION ( 5 pages)

The narrative description of the project shoaittiress the following questions:
What is theproblem theprojectseeks to addre®%Vho is affected by it?

What will the projectdo?

Why is collaboration necessary to the success of the project?

p w0 N PF

What is the collaborative process and who are the people inZohteghat
stagesandin what ways will they participatePiow will their particular
disciplinary or proéssional training contribute thesuccess of the project?

5. How will this projectbuild uponexistingresearch and advocacy ormstissue?

6. What data will be used and how will project staff collect or gain access to it? If
the cooperation of local commutieis, government agencies or other actors is
required, are the necessary relationships in place?

7. How is the project innovatiyéor example in developing new methods or
frameworks for collaboration?

8. What will be the project outcom®s



9. How will the successf the project be assessed?

10.What is the broader significance of the projatttat is the potential audience for
the resultsMHow will they be disseminated?

C. ORGANIZATIONAL BACKGROUND

« A description of the proposirand collaboratingrganization(s) (nma 200 words
eacl), including mission, constituency, geographical scope of work, and annual
budget.

« The relevant knowledge, data or skills that each partner brings to the collaboration?

- The name, institutional affiliations, research experience, and @hétdad
partnesin the proposing and collaborating organizagiimaximum 2 pages
each).

D. PROJECT TIMELINE

E. BUDGET

A budget of up to $5,000 may be submittedvith itemized major expenditures.
The budgeshould irdicate

1. Other funding suppoB®amount and source, includingkmnd
contributions

2. Personnel and consultants césts

3. Fieldwork expense@ncluding honoraria for respondents)
4. Relevant travél

5. Dissemination, outreach costs

*Salary or consultancy fees will be considered only under exegptoarcumstances.
*Reasonable travel expenses ifaiernationalpartners may be included.
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